
Deuteronomy 11:18–21
18Therefore impress these My words 
upon your very heart: bind them as a 
sign on your hand and let them serve as 
a symbol on your forehead, 19and teach 
them to your children – reciting them 
when you stay at home and when you are 
away, when you lie down and when you get up; 20and inscribe them on the 
doorposts of your house and on your gates – 21to the end that you and your 
children may endure, in the land that the Lord swore to your fathers to assign 
to them, as long as there is a heaven over the earth. 

Translation: JPS, 1999

An invitation to learn
The tradition of studying together on Tikkun Leyl Shavuot – the eve of Shavuot 
– epitomises the Jewish passion for and commitment to communal learning.  
The model of Chavruta – exploring Jewish texts with a partner or a group – 
creates a space for reflection, growth, participation, diversity and tolerance.  
Through this resource we hope to bring together the tradition of Tikkun Leyl 
Shavuot and the model of Chavruta to supplement your learning event.

These pages contain six sources which address the theme of ‘Learning’ – 
exploring the relationship between teachers and students, God and scripture, 
and the ultimate purpose of learning. Each source consists of either one or  
two texts, plus some discussion questions to get the conversation flowing.  
We have also included two additional passages: a prayer on entering a  
place of study and a closing reflection.  

It is not necessary to explore every text, nor to answer every question. You may 
wish to study with a partner or in a group (or both) and the session may last 
for twenty minutes or for hours on end … the decisions are yours! However 
you choose to learn or teach the material, we hope that you will find it both 
stimulating and illuminating.

chavruta@limmud.org

Prayer on entering  
a place of study

יְהִי רָצוֹן מִלְּפָנֶי�
ה׳ אֱ�הַי וֵא�הֵי אֲבוֹתַי 
שֶׁתָּאִיר עֵינַי בִּמְאוֹר תּוֹרָתֶ� 
וְתַצִּילֵנִי מִכָּל מִכְשׁוֹל וְטָעוּת …

כִּי ה׳ יִתֵּן חָכְמָה 
מִפִּיו דַעַת וּתְבוּנָה

a resource for Tikkun Leyl Shavuot

May it be Your will 

God, my God, and the God 
of my ancestors, 

that you guide my eyes with 
the light of Your Torah 

and save me from stumbling 
and making mistakes …

For God gives wisdom 

and from God’s mouth 
come knowledge and 
understanding.

Points to consider
Why are we commanded to learn?   
Why are we commanded to teach? 

Is learning a means to an end  
or an end in itself?

דברים י״א:י״ח-כ״א
18וְשַמְתֶּם אֶת־דְבָרַי אֵלֶּה עַל־לְבַבְכֶם וְעַל־נַפְשְׁכֶם וּקְשַׁרְתֶּם אֹתָם לְאוֹת 

עַל־יֶדְכֶם וְהָיוּ לְטוֹטָפֹת בֵּין עֵינֵיכֶם: 19וְלִמַדְתֶּם אֹתָם אֶת־בְּנֵיכֶם לְדַבֵּר 
בָּם בְּשִׁבְתְּ� בְּבֵיתֶ� וּבְלֶכְתְּ� בַדֶרֶךְ וּבְשָׁכְבְּ� וּבְקוּמֶ�: 20וּכְתַבְתָּם עַל־
הָאֲדָמָה  עַל  בְנֵיכֶם  וִימֵי  יְמֵיכֶם  יִרְבּוּ  21לְמַעַן  וּבִשְׁעָרֶי�:  בֵּיתֶ�  מְזוּזוֹת 

אֲשֶׁר נִשְׁבַּע ה׳ לַאֲבֹתֵיכֶם לָתֵת לָהֶם כִּימֵי הַשָמַיִם עַל־הָאָרֶץ:
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Babylonian Talmud, Kiddushin 40b

Rabbi Tarfon and the Elders were once 
reclining [to eat] in the upper storey of 
Nitza’s house in Lod, when this question 
was asked before them: “Is study greater, 
or is action greater?”

Rabbi Tarfon answered, saying: “Action 
is greater.”

Rabbi Akiva answered, saying: “Study is greater.”
Then they all answered and said: “Study is greater, for it leads to action.”

Translation based on Soncino

Moon is teaching Bible.
Cyclamen, Poppy, and Mountain 
listen with joy.
Only the girl cries.
Poppy can’t hear her crying –
Poppy is blazing in Torah,
Poppy is burning like the verse. 
Cyclamen doesn’t listen to the crying –   
Cyclamen swoons
from the sweetness of the secret. 

Mountain won’t hear her crying – 
Mountain is sunk
in thought.

But here comes Wind,
soft and fragrant,
to honour hope, to sing
the heart of each flying rider, 
each ardent hunter
swept to the ends of the sea.

From “The Spectacular Difference, selected Poems, Zelda”, translated by Marcia Falk.

Moon is teaching Bible

Points to consider
Is action the only goal of study?   
What others might there be?

Does study lead to action?

Points to consider
What is the difference between 
wisdom, understanding, knowledge 
and insight? Where do these things 
come from?

In what ways does this text present 
God as a student and as a teacher?

Tanna DeBei Eliyahu  
(Ed. Ish Shalom), section 17

Another comment: “[Gaze] upon 
King Solomon” (Song of Songs 3:11). 
[Compare God] to a mortal king who, 
as he sits on his throne, has the elders 
of his principality sit before him, and 
from each of them learns a lesson in 
wisdom, a lesson in understanding, a 
lesson in knowledge, and a lesson in 
insight. But for the King, the King of kings, blessed be He, may His great 
name be blessed for ever and ever and ever – it is not so! Rather, as He sits 
on His Throne of Glory, a third of each day He reads [Scripture] and recites 
[Mishnah], a third of each day He makes judgment, and a third of each day 
He provides and nourishes the righteous and the disciples of the wise with 
wisdom, understanding, knowledge, and insight.

Translation based on William G. (Gershon Zev) Braude and Israel J. Kapstein

תלמוד בבלי קידושין דף מ׳ ע״ב
 וּכְבָר הָיָה רַבִּי טַרְפוֹן וּזְקֵנִים מְסוּבִּין בַּעֲלִיַת בֵּית נִתְזָה בְּלוּד, 

נִשְׁאֲלָה שׁאֵילָה זוֹ בִּפְנֵיהֶם: תַּלְמוּד גָדוֹל אוֹ מַעֲשֶה גָדוֹל?

נַעֲנָה רַבִּי טַרְפוֹן וְאָמַר: מַעֲשֶה גָדוֹל,
נַעֲנָה רַבִּי עֲקִיבָא וְאָמַר: תַּלְמוּד גָדוֹל,

נַעֲנוּ כּוּלָם וְאָמְרוּ: תַּלְמוּד גָדוֹל, שֶׁהַתַּלְמוּד מֵבִיא לִידֵי מַעֲשֶה.

תנא דבי אליהו )איש שלום( פרשה י״ז

דָבָר אָחֵר ״בְּמֶלֶךְ שְׁ�מֹה״ )שיר השירים ג׳:י״א(, לְמֶלֶךְ בָּשָר וָדָם שֶׁהָיָה יוֹשֵׁב 
עַל כִּסְאוֹ, וְהָיוּ זִקְנֵי מְדִינָתוֹ יוֹשְׁבִין לְפָנָיו וְלָמַד מֵהֶן דָבָר אֶחָד שֶׁל חָכְמָה 
וְדָבָר אֶחָד שֶׁל הַשְכֵּל, אֲבָל  וְדָבָר אֶחָד שֶׁל דֵיעָה  וְדָבָר אֶחָד שֶׁל בִּינָה 
וּלְעוֹלְמֵי  לְעוֹלָם  מְבוֹרָךְ  הַגָדוֹל  שְׁמוֹ  יְהִי  בָּרוּךְ הוּא  הַמְלָכִים  מַלְכֵי  מֶלֶךְ 
עוֹלָמִים אֵינוֹ כֵן, אֶלָא יוֹשֵב בְּכִסֵא כָּבוֹד שֶׁלוֹ, שְׁלִישׁ הַיוֹם קוֹרֵא וְשׁוֹנֶה, 
וְאֶת  הַצַּדִיקִים  אֶת  וּמְפַרְנֵס  זָן  הַיוֹם  וּשְׁלִישׁ  הַדִין,  אֶת  דָן  הַיוֹם  וּשְׁלִישׁ 

תַּלְמִידֵי חֲכָמִים בְּחָכְמָה בְּבִינָה בְּדֵיעָה וּבְהַשְכֵּל.
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Maimonides, Mishneh Torah,  
‘Laws of study of Torah’, 3:15

Even though it is a commandment to 
learn by day and by night, most of one’s 
wisdom comes at night. Therefore, 
someone who wants to merit the crown 
of Torah will be careful not to waste 
even a single night on sleeping, eating, 
drinking, talking, et cetera, but will learn 
Torah and words of wisdom instead. The 
Sages said that there is no crying out of 
Torah except at night, as it is written, “Arise, cry out in the night” (Lamentations 
2:19). Anyone who learns Torah at night, the thread of loving-kindness follows 
him by day, as it is written, “The Lord will command His steadfast love in the 
daytime, and in the night His song shall be with me, a prayer to the God of my life” 
(Psalm 42:9). Any house in which words of Torah are not heard at night, fire 
will devour it.

Translation based on Immanuel O’Levy

Babylonian Talmud, Ta’anit 7a

Rabbi Chama son of Rabbi Chanina 
said: “Why is it written, ‘Iron sharpens 
iron’ (Proverbs 27:17)? It is to say to 
you: just as one piece of iron sharpens 
another, so too do two students of 
the Sages sharpen each other with 
halakhah [Jewish law].”

Rabbah bar bar Chanah said: “Why 
is Torah compared to fire, as it is written, ‘Is my word not like fire – declares the Eternal’ (Jeremiah 23:29)? It is to say to 
you: just as fire does not ignite itself, so too do words of Torah not exist alone.”

Translation: Soncino

Nathan Ausubel, A Treasury of Jewish Folklore (1989)

A rabbi fell asleep and dreamed that he had entered Paradise. There, to his 
surprise, he found the sages discussing a knotty problem in the Talmud.

‘Is this the reward of Paradise?’ cried the rabbi. ‘Why, they did the very same 
thing on Earth!’

At this, he heard a voice chiding him, ‘You foolish man! You think the sages 
are in Paradise. It’s just the opposite! Paradise is in the sages.’

Points to consider
Do you agree that most of one’s 
wisdom comes at night?

We usually sleep at night and our 
houses do not burn. How do we  
make sense of this source?

Points to consider
Is the purpose of learning with a 
partner to “sharpen each other”  
or to “ignite the fire” of Torah?

Can we find paradise through 
individual study? Why or why not?

רמב״ם, משנה תורה, הלכות תלמוד תורה פרק ג׳:ט״ו

אַף עַל פִּי שֶׁמִצְוָה לִלְמֹד בַּיוֹם וּבַלַּיְלָה, אֵין אָדָם לָמֵד רבֹ חָכְמָתוֹ אֶלָא 
לֵילוֹתָיו,  בְּכָל  יִזָהֵר  הַתּוֹרָה,  בְּכֶתֶר  לִזְכּוֹת  שֶׁרָצָה  מִי  לְפִיכָּךְ  בַּלַּיְלָה; 
וְכַיוֹצֶא  וְשִיחָה  וּשְׁתִיָה  וַאֲכִילָה  בְּשִׁינָה  מֵהֶן  אַחַת  אַפִלּוּ  יְאַבַּד  וְלאֹ 
גָרְנָהּ  אֵין  חֲכָמִים,  אָמְרוּ  חָכְמָה.  וְדִבְרֵי  תּוֹרָה  בְּתַלְמוּד  אֶלָא  בָּהֶן, 
וְכָל  ב׳:י״ט(.  )איכה  בַלַּיְלָה״  רנִֹי  ״קוּמִי  שֶׁנֶאֱמָר  לַיְלָה,  אֵלָא  שֶׁלַּתּוֹרָה 
הָעוֹסֵק בַּתּוֹרָה בַּלַּיְלָה, חוּט שֶׁלְּחֶסֶד נִמְשָׁךְ עָלָיו בַּיוֹם, שֶׁנֶאֱמָר ״יוֹמָם, 
יְצַוֶּה ה׳ חַסְדוֹ, וּבַלַּיְלָה, שִׁירהֹ עִמִי - תְּפִלָּה, לְאֵל חַיָי״ )תהילים מ״ב:ט׳(. 

וְכָל בַּיִת שְׁאֵין דִבְרֵי תּוֹרָה נִשְׁמָעִין בּוֹ בַּלַּיְלָה, אֵשׁ אוֹכְלַתּוּ.

תלמוד בבלי, תענית דף ז׳ ע״א
אָמַר רַבִּי חָמָא בְּרַבִּי חֲנִינָא: מַאי דִכְתִיב ״בַּרְזֶל בְּבַרְזֶל יָחַד״ )משלי כ״ז:י״ז(, 
לוֹמַר לְ�: מַה בַּרְזֶל זֶה, אֶחָד מְחַדֵד אֶת חֲבֵירוֹ אַף שְׁנֵי תַלְמִידֵי חֲכָמִים 

מְחַדְדִין זֶה אֶת זֶה בַּהֲלָכָה.

אָמַר רַבָּה בַּר בַּר חָנָה: לָמָה נִמְשְׁלוּ דִבְרֵי תּוֹרָה כָּאֵשׁ, שֶׁנֶאֱמַר ״הֲלוֹא 
דוֹלֵק  אֵינוֹ  אֵשׁ  מָה  לְ�:  לוֹמַר  כ״ג:כ״ט(,  )ירמיה  ה׳״  נְאֻם  כָּאֵשׁ  דְבָרִי  כֹה 

יְחִידִי אַף דִבְרֵי תוֹרָה אֵין מִתְקַיְימִין בִּיחִידִי.
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Proverbs 2:1–9
1My son, if you accept my words 
And treasure up my commandments;
2If you make your ear attentive to wisdom 
And your mind open to discernment;
3If you call to understanding 
And cry aloud to discernment,
4If you seek it as you do silver
And search for it as for treasures,
5Then you will understand the fear of the Lord 
And attain knowledge of God.
6For the Lord grants wisdom; 
Knowledge and discernment are by His decree.
7He reserves ability for the upright 
And is a shield for those who live blamelessly,
8Guarding the paths of justice,  
Protecting the way of those loyal to Him.
9You will then understand what is right, just, 
And equitable – every good course.

Translation: JPS, 1999

Limmud is an international 
community of Jewish learning 
founded in the UK in 1980.

Almost every week, there will 
be a Limmud activity or event 
somewhere in the world. These 
are organised by independent 
grassroots groups following shared 
values which include choice, 
diversity and volunteerism. Groups, 
volunteers, participants, presenters 
and supporters connect through 
the Limmud experience and by 
collaborations such as this  
Tikkun Leyl Shavuot project.

This material was collected by  
Jeremy Tabick and Lindsey Taylor-Guthartz, 
led by Albert Ringer. Edited by Robin Cooke 
and Sam Grant. Inspired by Shelley Marsh. 
Designed by Uri Berkowitz.

Points to consider
What does it mean to “understand the fear of the Lord”? What does it 
mean to “attain knowledge of God”? Are these the same thing?

What is the ultimate purpose of learning?

 אֲמַר מָרִי בַּר רַב הוּנָא:
 �א יִפָּטֵר אָדָם 
 מֵחֲבֵרוֹ אֶלָּא 
 מִתּוֹךְ דְבַר הֲלָכָה, 
 שׁמִתּוֹךְ
כָּךְ זוֹכְרוֹ.

Mari son of Rabbi Huna said:  
When saying goodbye to a friend, a 

person should always be  
in the middle of studying  

some aspect of Torah with them.  
In that way their friend  

will remember them for it.
Talmud, Eruvin 64a

Closing reflection
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Limmud promises that wherever you find yourself, Limmud 
can take you one step further on your Jewish journey.

Find out for yourself and get involved  
at limmud.org or limmudinternational.org

משלי פרק ב׳:א׳-ט׳
 1בְּנִי אִם־תִּקַח אֲמָרָי

וּמִצְוֹתַי תִּצְפֹּן אִתָּךְ:

 2לְהַקְשִׁיב לַחָכְמָה אָזְנֶ�

תַּטֶה לִבְּ� לַתְּבוּנָה:

 3כִּי אִם לַבִּינָה תִקְרָא

לַתְּבוּנָה תִּתֵּן קוֹלֶ�:

 4אִם־תְּבַקְשֶׁנָה כַכָּסֶף

וְכַמַטְמוֹנִים תַּחְפְּשֶנָה:

 5אָז תָּבִין יִרְאַת ה׳

וְדַעַת אֱ�קִים תִּמְצָא:

 6כִּי־ה׳ יִתֵּן חָכְמָה

מִפִּיו דַעַת וּתְבוּנָה:

 7יִצְפֹּן לַיְשָׁרִים תּוּשִׁיָה

מָגֵן לְהֹלְכֵי תֹם:

 8לִנְצרֹ אָרְחוֹת מִשְׁפָּט

וְדֶרֶךְ חֲסִידָיו יִשְׁמֹר:

 9אָז תָּבִין צֶדֶק וּמִשְׁפָּט

וּמֵישָׁרִים כָּל־מַעְגַל־טוֹב:


