
Exodus 20:15–19
15Now when all the people saw the 
thunder and the flashes of lightning 
and the sound of the trumpet and the 
mountain smoking, the people were 
afraid and trembled, and they stood far 
off 16and said to Moses, “You speak to 
us, and we will listen; but do not let God 
speak to us, lest we die.” 17Moses said 
to the people, “Do not fear, for God has come to test you, that the fear of 
him may be before you, that you may not sin.” 18The people stood far off, 
while Moses drew near to the thick darkness where God was. 19And the Lord 
said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the people of Israel: ‘You have seen for 
yourselves that I have talked with you from heaven.’” 

Translation: English Standard Version

An invitation to learn
The tradition of studying together on Tikkun Leyl Shavuot – the eve of Shavuot 
– epitomises the Jewish passion for and commitment to communal learning. 
The model of Chavruta – exploring Jewish texts with a partner or a group – 
creates a space for reflection, growth, participation, diversity and tolerance. 
Through this resource we hope to bring together the tradition of Tikkun Leyl 
Shavuot and the model of Chavruta to supplement your learning event.

These pages contain six sources which address the theme of ‘Revelation’ – 
exploring the relationship between truth and meaning, God and scripture, and 
the defining event of the giving of Torah at Mount Horeb (also known as Sinai). 
Each source consists of either one or two texts, plus some discussion questions 
to get the conversation flowing. We have also included two additional 
passages: a prayer on entering a place of study and a closing reflection.

It is not necessary to explore every text, nor to answer every question. You 
may wish to study with a partner or in a group (or both) and the session 
may last for twenty minutes or for hours on end … the decisions are yours! 
However you choose to learn or teach the material, we hope that you will find 
it both stimulating and illuminating. 

chavruta@limmud.org

Prayer on entering  
a place of study

ְיִהי ָרצֹון ִמְּלָפֶני�
ה׳ ֱא�ַהי ֵוא�ֵהי ֲאבֹוַתי 
ֶׁשָּתִאיר ֵעיַני ִּבְמאֹור ּתֹוָרֶת� 
ְוַתִּציֵלִני ִמָּכל ִמְכׁשֹול ְוָטעּות …

ִּכי ה׳ ִיֵּתן ָחְכָמה 
ִמִּפיו ַדַעת ּוְתבּוָנה

a resource for Tikkun Leyl Shavuot

May it be Your will 

God, my God, and the God 
of my ancestors, 

that you guide my eyes with 
the light of Your Torah 

and save me from stumbling 
and making mistakes …

For God gives wisdom 

and from God’s mouth 
come knowledge and 
understanding.

Points to consider
How do you understand the idea that 
the Israelites see, rather than hear, the 
revelation?

What is being revealed?  
Is it God’s instruction, God’s self, or 
something else?

שמות כ׳:ט״ו-י״ט
15ְוָכל־ָהָעם רִֹּׁאים ֶאת־ַהּקֹו�ת ְוֶאת־ַהַּלִּפיִדם ְוֵאת קֹול ַהשָֹּׁפר ְוֶאת־ָהָהר 

ַדֶּבר־ַאָּתה  ֶאל־מֶֹּׁׁשה  ֹּׁאְמרּו  16ַוי ֵמָרחֹּׁק:  ַוַיַעְמדּו  ַוָיֻנעּו  ָהָעם  ַוַיְרא  ָעֵׁשן 
ֶאל־ ֹּׁאֶמר מֶֹּׁׁשה  17ַוי ֶּפן־ָנמּות:  ֱא�ִהים  ִעָמנּו  ְוַאל־ְיַדֵּבר  ְוִנְׁשָמָעה  ִעָמנּו 

ָהָעם ַאל־ִּתיָראּו ִּכי ְלַבֲעבּור ַנּסֹות ֶאְתֶכם ָּבא ָהֱא�ִהים ּוַבֲעבּור ִּתְהֶיה 
ִנַגׁש  ּומֶֹּׁׁשה  ֵמָרחֹּׁק  ָהָעם  18ַוַיֲעמֹּׁד  ֶתֱחָטאּו:  ְלִבְלִּתי  ַעל־ְּפֵניֶכם  ִיְרָאתֹו 
ֹּׁאַמר ֶאל־ ֹּׁאֶמר ה׳ ֶאל־מֶֹּׁׁשה ּכֹּׁה ת ֶאל־ָהֲעָרֶפל ֲאֶׁשר־ָׁשם ָהֱא�ִהים:  19ַוי

ְּבֵני ִיְשָרֵאל ַאֶּתם ְרִאיֶתם ִּכי ִמן־ַהָשַמִים ִדַּבְרִּתי ִעָמֶכם:
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Mishnah Sanhedrin 10:1

These have no share in the World to 
Come: One who says … that the Torah is 
not from Heaven ...

Maimonides, Introduction to Perek 
Helek (Mishnah Sanhedrin 10)

The eighth principle is that Torah is from 
Heaven. We are to believe that the entire 
Torah was given into the hands of Moses, 
and that it is all from the mouth of God. 
That is to say that God transmitted it to 
him by means of a process allegorically 
called “speech”. Only Moses, who 
received it, knows how it was transmitted. 
He was like a scribe who writes down all 
that is said to him – all the dates, stories, 
and commandments ...

He [who has no share in the World to Come] is one who believes that all of 
the Torah is from the mouth of God, except for one verse which was not said 
by God but rather by Moses’ own mouth. This person has scorned the word 
of God … Rather, every single utterance from the Torah contains wisdom and 
wonder for one who understand them.

Points to consider
Are all interpretations of Torah valid?  
Are they all authentic? Are they all true?

Is Torah from heaven? What difference 
does it make?

Points to consider
How does writing something  
down affect the way in which  
we understand it?

Is interpretation an exercise in creating 
meaning or in revealing meaning?

Deuteronomy 5:19

These words the Lord spoke to all your 
assembly at the mountain out of the 
midst of the fire, the cloud, and the 
thick darkness, with a loud voice; and He added no more. And He wrote them on two tablets of stone and gave them to me.

Translation: English Standard Version

Rashi’s Commentary

And He added no more: We translate: 
“and it did not end”, since His voice 
is strong and endures forever. Another 
interpretation: “And He added no 
more” – nothing was added to what was revealed in that event.

Martin Buber, Tales of Hasidim

The rabbi of Kotzk was asked: “Why is Shavuot called ‘the time the Torah was 
given’ rather than the time we received the Torah?” He answered: “The giving 
took place on one day, but the receiving takes place at all times.”

משנה סנהדרין י׳:א׳
ְוֵאּלּו ֶׁשֵאין ָלֶהם ֵחֶלק ָלעֹוָלם ַהָּבא, ָהאֹוֵמר … ֵאין ּתֹוָרה ִמן ַהָשַמִים …

רמב״ם, הקדמה לפרק חלק )סנהדרין י׳(
ַהְיסֹוד ַהְשִמיִני ֶהיֹות ַהּתֹוָרה ִמן ַהַשָמים. ְוהּוא ֶׁשֶנֱאִמין ִּכי ָכל ַהּתֹוָרה 
ִמִּפי  ּכּוָלה  ֶׁשִהיא  ַהָשלֹום,  ַעָליו  ַרֵּבנּו  מֶֹּׁׁשה  ְיֵדי  ַעל  ַהְנתּוָנה  ֹּׁאת  ַהז
ַהְגבּוָרה. ְּכלֹוַמר, ֶׁשִהִגיָעה ֵאָליו ּכּוָלה ֵמֵאת ַהֵשם ִיְתָּבָרך, ְּבִעְנָין ֶׁשִנְקָרא 
ַעל ֶדֶרְך ַהְׁשֲאָלה ״ִדיּבּור״. ְוֵאין ָידּוע ֵהיָאְך ִהִגיַע, ֶאָלא ָהָיה מֶֹּׁׁשה ַעָליו 
ַהָשלֹום ֶׁשִהִגיַע לֹו, ְוִכי הּוא ָהָיה ְּכמֹו סֹוֵפר, ֶׁשקֹוְרִאים לֹו ְוהּוא כֹוֵתב 

ָּכל ְמאֹוְרעֹות ַהָיִמים, ַהִּסיּפּוִרים ְוַהִמְצֹות …

ֹּׁא  הּוא ַהָמֲאִמין ֶׁשָּכל ַהּתֹוָרה ִמִּפי ַהְגבּוָרה, חּוץ ִמן ַהַּפסּוק ָהֶזה, ֶׁשל
ָאְמרּו ַהָּקדֹוׁש ָּברּוְך הּוא ֶאָלא מֶֹּׁׁשה ִמִּפי ַעְצמֹו. ְוֶזה ״ִּכי ְדַבר ה׳ ִּבָזה״ 
ְלִמי  ּוְפָלִאים  ֲחָכמֹות  ָּבֶהן  ֵיׁש  ַהּתֹוָרה  ִמן  ְוִדיּבּור  ִדיּבּור  ָּכל  ֶאָלא:   ...

ֶׁשֵמִבין אֹוָּתם.

דברים ה:יט
ֶהָעָנן  ָהֵאׁש  ִמּתֹוְך  ָּבָהר  ֶאל־ָּכל־ְקַהְלֶכם  ה׳  ִדֶּבר  ָהֵאֶּלה  ֶאת־ַהְדָבִרים 

ֹּׁא ָיָסף ַוִיְכְּתֵבם ַעל־ְׁשֵני ֻלחֹּׁת ֲאָבִנים ַוִיְּתֵנם ֵאָלי: ְוָהֲעָרֶפל קֹול ָגדֹול ְול

רש״י שם
ַאֵחר,  ָדָבר  ְלעֹוָלם.  ְוַקָים  ָחָזק  ִּכי קֹולֹו  ָּפָסק״  ״ְוָלא  ְמַתְרְגִמיָנן  ָיָסף:  ֹּׁא  ְול

ֹּׁא הֹוִסיף ְלֵהָראֹות ְּבאֹותֹו ֻפְמִּבי: ֹּׁא ָיָסף״, ל ״ְול
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1 Kings 19:9–14
9There [at the mountain of God at Horeb] 
he went into a cave, and there he spent the 
night. Then the word of the Lord came to 
him. He said to him, “Why are you here, 
Elijah?” 10He replied, “I am moved by 
zeal for the Lord, the God of Hosts, for 
the Israelites have forsaken Your covenant, 
torn down your altars, and put Your 
prophets to the sword. I alone am left, and 
they are out to take my life.” 11“Come out,” 
He called, “and stand on the mountain 
before the Lord.” And lo, the Lord passed 
by. There was a great and mighty wind, splitting the mountains and shattering rocks by the power of the Lord; but the Lord 
was not in the wind. After the wind – an earthquake; but the Lord was not in the earthquake. 12After the earthquake – fire; 
but the Lord was not in the fire. And after the fire – a soft murmuring sound. 13When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his mantle 
about his face and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then a voice addressed him: “Why are you here, Elijah?” 
14He answered, “I am moved by zeal for the Lord, the God of Hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken Your covenant, torn 
down your altars, and have put Your prophets to the sword. I alone am left, and they are out to take my life.”

Translation: JPS, 1999

Nahum Sarna, Exploring Exodus

The phenomena of nature constitute, as it were, the background music, the 
orchestral harbinger of and accompaniment to the momentous divine activity, 
but they are essentially unrelated to it. The function of the detailed, elaborate, 
and animated descriptions of the upheavals of nature is to convey in human 
terms something of the ultimately inexpressible, ineffable impact of the 
awesome and mysterious manifestation of the Divine Presence.

Deuteronomy 5:1–4
1Moses summoned all the Israelites 
and said to them: Hear, O Israel, the 
laws and rules that I proclaim to you 
this day! Study them and observe 
them faithfully! 2The Lord our God 
made a covenant with us at Horeb. 
3It was not with our fathers that the Lord made this covenant, but with us, the 
living, every one of us who is here today. 4Face to face the Lord spoke to you 
on the mountain out of the fire.

Translation: JPS, 1999

Points to consider
Why does Elijah experience God in the 
soft murmuring sound rather than the 
wind, earthquake or fire? 

This episode also occurs at Mount 
Horeb. How is it similar to the 
revelation in Exodus? How is it 
different?

Points to consider
How do we understand the idea that 
God appeared to “every one of us 
who is here today”?

In what ways do we still experience 
revelation today?

מלכים א י״ט:ט׳-י״ד
ֹּׁאֶמר לֹו ַמה־ְּל�  ֹּׁא־ָׁשם ֶאל־ַהְמָעָרה ַוָיֶלן ָׁשם ְוִהֵנה ְדַבר־ה׳ ֵאָליו ַוי 9ַוָיב

ְבִריְת�  ִּכי־ָעְזבּו  ְצָבאֹות  ֱא�ֵהי  ַלה׳  ִקֵנאִתי  ֹּׁא  ַקנ ֹּׁאֶמר  10ַוי ֵאִלָיהּו:  ה  פֹּׁ
ְּבֵני ִיְשָרֵאל ֶאת־ִמְזְּבחֶֹּׁתי� ָהָרסּו ְוֶאת־ְנִביֶאי� ָהְרגּו ֶבָחֶרב ָוִאָּוֵתר ֲאִני 
ֹּׁאֶמר ֵצא ְוָעַמְדָּת ָבָהר ִלְפֵני ְיהָֹוה  ְלַבִדי ַוְיַבְקׁשּו ֶאת־ַנְפִׁשי ְלַקְחָּתּה: 11ַוי
ְוִהֵנה ה׳ עֵֹּׁבר ְורּוַח ְגדֹוָלה ְוָחָזק ְמָפֵרק ָהִרים ּוְמַׁשֵּבר ְסָלִעים ִלְפֵני ה׳ 
ָהַרַעׁש ֵאׁש  ָבַרַעׁש ה׳: 12ְוַאַחר  ֹּׁא  ל ַרַעׁש  ָהרּוַח  ְוַאַחר  ְיהָֹוה  ָברּוַח  ֹּׁא  ל
ַע ֵאִלָיהּו ַוָיֶלט  ֹּׁא ָבֵאׁש ה׳ ְוַאַחר ָהֵאׁש קֹול ְדָמָמה ַדָּקה: 13ַוְיִהי ִּכְׁשמֹּׁ ל
ֹּׁאֶמר ַמה־ְּל�  ָּפָניו ְּבַאַדְרּתֹו ַוֵיֵצא ַוַיֲעמֹּׁד ֶּפַתח ַהְמָעָרה ְוִהֵנה ֵאָליו קֹול ַוי
ֹּׁא ִקֵנאִתי ַלה׳ ֱא�ֵהי ְצָבאֹות ִּכי־ָעְזבּו ְבִריְת� ְּבֵני  ֹּׁאֶמר ַקנ ה ֵאִלָיהּו: 14ַוי פֹּׁ
ִיְשָרֵאל ֶאת־ִמְזְּבחֶֹּׁתי� ָהָרסּו ְוֶאת־ְנִביֶאי� ָהְרגּו ֶבָחֶרב ָוִאָּוֵתר ֲאִני ְלַבִדי 

ַוְיַבְקׁשּו ֶאת־ַנְפִׁשי ְלַקְחָּתּה:

דברים ה:א-ד
ֶאת־ַהֻחִּקים  ִיְשָרֵאל  ְׁשַמע  ֲאֵלֶהם  ֹּׁאֶמר  ַוי ֶאל־ָּכל־ִיְשָרֵאל  מֶֹּׁׁשה  1ַוִיְקָרא 

ִכי דֵֹּׁבר ְּבָאְזֵניֶכם ַהיֹום ּוְלַמְדֶּתם אָֹּׁתם ּוְׁשַמְרֶּתם  ְוֶאת־ַהִמְׁשָּפִטים ֲאֶׁשר ָאנֹּׁ
ֹּׁא ֶאת־ֲאבֵֹּׁתינּו ָּכַרת ה׳  ַלֲעשָֹּׁתם: 2ה׳ ֱא�ֵהינּו ָּכַרת ִעָמנּו ְּבִרית ְּבחֵֹּׁרב: 3ל
ה ַהיֹום ֻּכָּלנּו ַחִיים: 4ָּפִנים ְּבָפִנים  ֹּׁאת ִּכי ִאָּתנּו ֲאַנְחנּו ֵאֶּלה פֹּׁ ֶאת־ַהְּבִרית ַהז

ִדֶּבר ה׳ ִעָמֶכם ָּבָהר ִמּתֹוְך ָהֵאׁש:
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Exodus Rabbah 5:9

Rabbi Yohanan said: “When God’s voice 
came forth, it split into seventy voices 
in seventy languages, in order that all of 
the nations would hear it …” How did 
the voice go forth? [It came] to every 
Israelite according to their strength – 
to the elders, to the young men, to the 
minors, to the children, to the women, 
each according to their strength; even to Moses according to his strength, as it is said, “Moses spoke, and God answered 
him with a voice” (Exodus 19:19) – with a voice that Moses could bear.

Limmud is an international 
community of Jewish learning 
founded in the UK in 1980.

Almost every week, there will 
be a Limmud activity or event 
somewhere in the world. These 
are organised by independent 
grassroots groups following shared 
values which include choice, 
diversity and volunteerism. Groups, 
volunteers, participants, presenters 
and supporters connect through 
the Limmud experience and by 
collaborations such as this  
Tikkun Leyl Shavuot project.

This material was collected and edited by 
Robin Cooke and Jeremy Tabick. Designed  
by Uri Berkowitz.

Shavuot 2015 / 5775

Points to consider
Can one truth be expressed 
in seventy ways? Can one 
utterance express seventy 
truths?

Does the pursuit of God’s truth 
unite or divide us?

 ֲאַמר ָמִרי ַּבר ַרב הּוָנא:
 �א ִיָּפֵטר ָאָדם 
 ֵמֲחֵברֹו ֶאָּלא 
 ִמּתֹוְך ְדַבר ֲהָלָכה, 
 ׁשִמּתֹוְך
ָּכְך זֹוְכרֹו.

Mari son of Rabbi Huna said:  
When saying goodbye to a friend, a 

person should always be  
in the middle of studying  

some aspect of Torah with them.  
In that way their friend  

will remember them for it.
Talmud, Eruvin 64a

Closing reflection
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Khalil Gibran, The Prophet

No man can reveal to you aught but that which already lies half asleep in the dawning of your knowledge. The teacher 
who walks in the shadow of the temple, among his followers, gives not of his wisdom but rather of his faith and his 
lovingness. If he is indeed wise he does not bid you enter the house of his wisdom, but rather leads you to the threshold 

of your own mind. The astronomer may speak to you of his understanding 
of space, but he cannot give you his understanding. The musician may sing 
to you of the rhythm which is in all space, but he cannot give you the ear 
which arrests the rhythm nor the voice that echoes it. And he who is versed 
in the science of numbers can tell of the regions of weight and measure, 
but he cannot conduct you thither. For the vision of one man lends not its 
wings to another man. And even as each one of you stands alone in God’s 
knowledge, so must each one of you be alone in his knowledge of God and 
in his understanding of the earth.

שמות רבה ה׳:ט׳
ְלִׁשְבִעים  קֹולֹות  ְלִׁשְבִעים  ְוֶנֱחָלק  יֹוֵצא  ַהּקֹול  ״ָהָיה  יֹוֲחָנן:  ָרִּבי  ַאָמר 
ָּכל  ֵאֶצל  יֹוֵצא?  ַהּקֹול  ֵהיָאְך  …״  ָהאּומֹות  ָּכל  ֶׁשִיְׁשְמעּו  ְּכֵדי  ָלׁשֹון, 
ִיְשָרֵאל ָּכל ֶאַחד ְוֶאַחד ְלִפי כֹּׁחֹו, ַהְזֵקִנים ְלִפי כָֹּׁחן, ַהְּבחּוִרים ְלִפי כָֹּׁחן, 
ְוַהְּקָטִנים ְלִפי כָֹּׁחן, ְוַהיֹוָנִקים ְלִפי כָֹּׁחן, ְוַהָנִׁשים ְלִפי כָֹּׁחן, ְוַאף מֶֹּׁׁשה ְלִפי 
כֹּׁחֹו, ֶׁשֶנֱאָמר: ״מֶֹּׁׁשה ְיַדֵּבר ְוָהֱא�ִהים ָיָעֱננּו ְבקֹול״ )שמות יט:יט(, ְּבקֹול 

ֶׁשָהָיה ָיכֹול ְלסֹוְבלֹו.


