An invitation to learn

The tradition of studying together on Tikkun Leyl Shavuot — the eve of Shavuot

Prayer on entering
a place of study
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May it be Your will

— epitomises the Jewish passion for and commitment to communal learning.

The model of Chavruta — exploring Jewish texts with a partner or a group —
creates a space for reflection, growth, participation, diversity and tolerance.

God, my God, and the God

of my ancestors,

Through this resource we hope to bring together the tradition of Tikkun Leyl

Shavuot and the model of Chavruta to supplement your learning event.

These pages contain six sources which address the theme of ‘Revelation’ —
exploring the relationship between truth and meaning, God and scripture, and
the defining event of the giving of Torah at Mount Horeb (also known as Sinai).
Each source consists of either one or two texts, plus some discussion questions
to get the conversation flowing. We have also included two additional

that you guide my eyes with
the light of Your Torah

and save me from stumbling
and making mistakes ...

passages: a prayer on entering a place of study and a closing reflection.

It is not necessary to explore every text, nor to answer every question. You

For God gives wisdom

may wish to study with a partner or in a group (or both) and the session

may last for twenty minutes or for hours on end ...
However you choose to learn or teach the material, we hope that you will find

it both stimulating and illuminating.

chavruta@limmud.org

the decisions are yours! and from God’s mouth
come knowledge and

understanding.

SEE FOR YOURSELF

Exodus 20:15-19

PNow when all the people saw the
thunder and the flashes of lightning
and the sound of the trumpet and the
mountain smoking, the people were
afraid and trembled, and they stood far
off '%and said to Moses, “You speak to
us, and we will listen; but do not let God

speak to us, lest we die.” "Moses said

to the people, “Do not fear, for God has come to test you, that the fear of
him may be before you, that you may not sin.” ¥The people stood far off,
while Moses drew near to the thick darkness where God was. ?’And the Lord

said to Moses,

yourselves that I have talked with you from heaven.””

Translation: English Standard Version

“Thus you shall say to the people of Israel: “You have seen for
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Points to consider

How do you understand the idea that
the Israelites see, rather than hear, the
revelation?

What is being revealed?
Is it God’s instruction, God's self, or
something else?
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TORAH FROM HEAVEN T |

Mishnah Sanhedrin 10:1 NI "MTNI0 NIwn
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Come: One who says ... that the Torah is

not from Heaven ...
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He [who has no share in the World to Come] is one who believes that all of . .
the Torah is from the mouth of God, except for one verse which was not said Points to consider
by God but rather by Moses’ own mouth. This person has scorned the word Are all interpretations of Torah valid?

. . ic? ?
of God ... Rather, every single utterance from the Torah contains wisdom and Are they all authentic? Are they all true?

wonder for one who understand them. Is Torah from heaven? What difference

does it make?
AND HE ADDED NO MORE

Deuteronomy 5:19 0':n 0DNAT
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midst of the fire, the cloud, and the
thick darkness, with a loud voice; and He added no more. And He wrote them on two tablets of stone and gave them to me.

Translation: English Standard Version

Rashi’'s Commentary nw "wN
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is strong and endures forever. Another

interpretation: “And He added no

more” — nothing was added to what was revealed in that event. Points to consider
How does writing something
Martin Buber, Tales of Hasidim down affect the way in which

it?
The rabbi of Kotzk was asked: “Why is Shavuot called ‘the time the Torah was we understand it:

given’ rather than the time we received the Torah?” He answered: “The giving Is interpretation an exercise in creating

meaning or in revealing meaning?

took place on one day, but the receiving takes place at all times.”
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before the Lord.” And lo, the Lord passed ﬂlj!'l|?5 WRANAR WpAN
by. There was a great and mighty wind, splitting the mountains and shattering rocks by the power of the Lord; but the Lord

torn down your altars, and put Your
prophets to the sword. I alone am left, and
they are out to take my life.” "'“Come out,”

was not in the wind. After the wind — an earthquake; but the Lord was not in the earthquake. ?After the earthquake — fire;
but the Lord was not in the fire. And after the fire — a soft murmuring sound. *When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his mantle
about his face and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then a voice addressed him: “Why are you here, Elijah?”
“He answered, “I am moved by zeal for the Lord, the God of Hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken Your covenant, torn
down your altars, and have put Your prophets to the sword. I alone am left, and they are out to take my life.”

Translation: JPS, 1999

Nahum Sarna, Exploring Exodus

Points to consider
The phenomena of nature constitute, as it were, the background music, the

Why does Elijah experience God in the
soft murmuring sound rather than the
wind, earthquake or fire?

orchestral harbinger of and accompaniment to the momentous divine activity,
but they are essentially unrelated to it. The function of the detailed, elaborate,

and animated descriptions of the upheavals of nature is to convey in human L
This episode also occurs at Mount

Horeb. How is it similar to the

awesome and mysterious manifestation of the Divine Presence. revelation in Exodus? How is it

different?

terms something of the ultimately inexpressible, ineffable impact of the

HEAR, O ISRAELS |

Deuteronomy 5:1-4 T-N:N DNAT
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made a covenant with us at Horeb. o oot v

*It was not with our fathers that the Lord made this covenant, but with us, the Points to consider

living, every one of us who is here today. “Face to face the Lord spoke to you _
How do we understand the idea that

God appeared to “every one of us
Translation: JPS, 1999 who is here today”?

on the mountain out of the fire.

In what ways do we still experience
revelation today?
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SEVENNAVCEES

Exodus Rabbah 5:9 ‘0N NN NINY
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to the elders, to the young men, to the o T
minors, to the children, to the women,

each according to their strength; even to Moses according to his strength, as it is said, “Moses spoke, and God answered
hin with a voice” (Exodus 19:19) — with a voice that Moses could bear.

Khalil Gibran, The Prophet

No man can reveal to you aught but that which already lies half asleep in the dawning of your knowledge. The teacher
who walks in the shadow of the temple, among his followers, gives not of his wisdom but rather of his faith and his
lovingness. If he is indeed wise he does not bid you enter the house of his wisdom, but rather leads you to the threshold

of your own mind. The astronomer may speak to you of his understanding

of space, but he cannot give you his understanding. The musician may sing

Points to consider to you of the rhythm which is in all space, but he cannot give you the ear

Can one truth be expressed which arrests the rhythm nor the voice that echoes it. And he who is versed
in seventy ways? Can one

utterance express seventy ] o ]
truths? but he cannot conduct you thither. For the vision of one man lends not its

in the science of numbers can tell of the regions of weight and measure,

Does the pursuit of God’s truth wings to another man. And even as each one of you stands alone in God’s

unite or divide us? knowledge, so must each one of you be alone in his knowledge of God and

in his understanding of the earth.

Closing reflection Limmud is an international
. . 1 community of Jewish learning
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Almost every week, there will

person should always be N:?N ann be a Limmud activity or event
in the middle of studying ,ﬂDSﬂ 9T 'ﬂﬂn someWhe.re in the? world. These
. TTT T ’ are organised by independent
some aspect of Torah with them. TiRRW grassroots groups following shared
In that way their friend .ﬁ;m -Iv? values which include choice,

diversity and volunteerism. Groups,
volunteers, participants, presenters
Talmud, Eruvin 64a and supporters connect through
the Limmud experience and by
collaborations such as this

Limm romises that wherever you find yourself, Limmud Tikkun Leyl Shavuot project.
can t ou one step further on your Jewish journey.

will remember them for it.

Find out for yourself and get involved
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